=4 NCES

National Center for
Education Statistics

the_ . .
condition_
of@ducation 2003

INDICATOR 15
Voting Participation

The indicator and corresponding tables are taken directly from The Condition of Education 2003.
Therefore, the page numbers may not be sequential.

Additional information about the survey data and supplementary notes can be found in the full
report. For a copy of The Condition of Education 2003, visit the NCES web site
(http:/inces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2003067) or contact ED PUBs at 1-877-4ED-PUBS.

Suggested Citation:
U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, The Condition of Education
2003, NCES 2003-067, Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 2003.

U.S. Department of Education
Institute of Education Sciences
NCES 2003-067



Section 2—Learner Outcomes

Voting Participation

Indicator 15

The more education people have, the more likely they are to vote in presidential and

congressional elections.

In the 2000 presidential election, 70 percent of
the U.S. voting-age citizen population (18 years
of age and older) was registered to vote and 59
percent voted (see supplemental table 15-1).
Among these citizens, the more education a per-
son possessed, the more likely that person was to
be registered to vote and to vote. For example,
52 percent of voting-age citizens who had not
completed high school were registered to vote in
2000, compared with 83 percent of those with a
bachelor’s degree or higher. Thirty-eight percent
of citizens who had not completed high school
voted in 2000, compared with 77 percent of those
with a bachelor’s degree or higher.

In addition to the positive relationship between edu-
cational attainment and voting, there were also
positive relationships between voting and length of
residence, and voting and age in 2000. The longer
a person resided in one place, the more likely that
person was to vote. Among age groups, the likeli-
hood of voting was higher among older rather than
younger individuals. Regardless of a person’s age,
however, a positive relationship between educational
attainment and voting was present; that is, within
each age group, those with more education were

more likely to report voting than those with less
education (see supplemental table 15-1).

The voting rate in presidential elections has histori-
cally been higher than in congressional elections, so
it is necessary to consider these two types of elec-
tions separately (U.S. Department of Commerce
2002). Among U.S. citizens 18 years of age and
older, the voting rate increased between 1996 and
2000 (from 58 to 59 percent), while it decreased
between 1994 and 1998 (from 48 to 45 percent). In
all four elections, there was a positive relationship
between educational attainment and voting; citi-
zens with more education were more likely to regis-
ter and to vote (see supplemental table 15-2).

Young adults ages 18-24 were the least likely age
group to vote. Among these citizens, those who
were enrolled in college were more likely to have
voted in the 2000 election than their peers who
were not enrolled. On the other hand, they were
less likely to have voted than their peers who were
no longer enrolled but had already earned a
bachelor’s degree. White and Black citizens ages
18-24 were more likely to vote than their His-
panic peers (see supplemental table 15-3).

VOTING PARTICIPATION: Registration and voting rates for U.S. citizens ages 18 and older, by educational attainment: November

2000

Percent

i) co=—===—-=—cc——cc—o-c—c-c

—l— Registered
Voted

7
0 T T T T
Less than High school diploma Some college, Bachelor’s degree
high school or equivalent including vocational/ or higher
technical

Educational attainment

Page 36 | The Condition of Education 2003

NOTE: The survey sample includes the civilian,
noninstitutionalized population. Years in which
the president is elected, as well as congres-
sional, state, and local officials (1996 and
2000), are called “presidential elections.” Off
years, in which congressional, state, and local
officials are elected but the president is not
(1994 and 1998), are called “congressional elec-
tions.” For each year, information was collected
from respondents 2 weeks after the election.
These estimates may differ from administrative
data or data from exit polls. See supplemental
note 2 for further information.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau
of the Census, Current Population Survey (CPS),
November 2000Voting and Registration Supple-
ment, previously unpublished tabulation (De-

cember 2002).

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Supplemental Notes 1, 2

Supplemental Tables 15-1,
15-2,15-3
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Indicator 15 Appendix 1 Supplemental Tables

Voting Participation

Table15-1.  Percentage of U.S. citizens ages 18 and older who reported being registered to vote and voting, by educational attainment and selected
characteristics: November 2000

Some college,

High school including Bachelor’s
Less than diploma vocational/ degree
high school or equivalent technical or higher Total
Characteristic Registered Voted Registered Voted Registered Voted Registered Voted Registered Voted
Total 52.2 384 63.9 525 73.3 63.1 83.2 775 69.5 59.5

Sex

Male 50.2 379 61.1 497 722 614 825 76.6 68.0 581

Female 542 389 66.3 54.8 742 646 840 784 709 607
Age

18-24 289 177 432 282 60.8 450 753 613 50.7 36.1

25-34 381 217 525 377 657 524 778 684 63.3 505

35-44 434 277 62.6 504 747 653 832 782 702 605

45-54 486 355 66.9 56.7 789 709 852 812 743 66.3

55-64 59.9 46.6 747 66.5 828 7738 87.7 845 772 701

65 and above 67.8 538 786 70.0 86.3 809 884 8438 784 69.6
Race/ethnicity*

American Indian 518 327 56.2 43.0 619 536 73.0 68.0 58.8 46.7

Asian/Pacific Islander 342 281 451 353 46.6 36.6 645 56.2 52.1 433

Black 59.0 442 626 517 727 623 812 756 67.6 56.9

White 524 383 65.3 54.0 749 65.0 846 79.1 716 618

Hispanic 46.0 341 555 41.8 65.0 523 777 695 57.3 451
Family income

Less than $15,000 51.8 349 58.7 42.0 635 50.6 70.7 620 57.3 416

$15,000-29,999 56.7 417 64.4 524 73.7 610 79.1 692 659 531

$30,000-49,999 535 395 67.6 56.2 783 677 849 797 719 613

$50,000-74,999 494 38.1 725 61.1 79.4 697 88.6 835 779 687

$75,000 or more 51.0 374 715 634 79.7 704 89.9 8438 821 749
Length of residence

Less than 1 month 358 205 475 272 58.1 39.0 76.8 64.1 541 36.3

1-6 months 36.1 19.6 50.1 333 64.8 487 811 69.9 60.3 452

7-11 months 39.1 229 493 344 67.3 501 838 754 616 474

1-2 years 459 294 59.3 452 737 621 87.3 789 70.0 580

3-4 years 515 36.8 67.3 529 794 673 90.7 847 751 635

5 years or longer 65.1 504 783 675 858 76.8 944 899 819 724
Employment status

Employed 46.0 319 622 503 735 629 835 775 704 605

Unemployed 36.1 219 482 337 623 532 788 69.9 523 3938

Not in labor force 57.3 437 68.3 58.1 736 645 826 780 68.9 589

See notes at end of table.
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Appendix 1 Supplemental Tables Indicator 15

Voting Participation

Table15-1.  Percentage of U.S. citizens ages 18 and older who reported being registered to vote and voting, by educational attainment and selected
characteristics: November 2000—Continued

Some college,

High school including Bachelor’s

Less than diploma vocational/ degree

high school or equivalent technical or higher Total
Characteristic Registered Voted Registered Voted Registered Voted Registered Voted Registered Voted
Citizenship
U.S.born 526 381 643 527 739 637 844 787 70.2 600
Naturalized 492 418 543 46.8 59.9 515 67.7 60.6 58.1 50.6
Region
Northeast 549 417 644 540 715 622 829 767 69.8 605
Midwest 56.4 433 67.3 559 771 676 86.2 80.8 73.0 632
South 52.0 36.0 641 512 742 622 834 771 69.0 572
West 449 352 57.9 483 69.4 606 805 756 66.2 581

'American Indian includes Alaska Native, Black includes African American, Pacific Islander includes Native Hawaiian, and Hispanic includes Latino. Race categories exclude Hispanic origin unless specified. See
supplemental note 1 for further information on the racial/ethnic categories.

NOTE: The survey sample includes the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. Information was collected from respondents 2 weeks after the election. These estimates may differ from administrative data or data
from exit polls. See supplemental note 2 for further information.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Survey (CPS), November 2000 Voting and Registration Supplement, previously unpublished tabulation (December 2002).

Table15-2.  Percentage of U.S. citizensages 18 and older who reported being registered to vote and voting, by educational attainment and type of election
andyear: 19942000

Some college,

High school including Bachelor’s
Less than diploma vocational/ degree
Type of election and year high school or equivalent technical or higher Total

Reported being registered to vote
Presidential election

2000 52.2 63.9 733 83.2 69.5

1996 54.2 65.5 76.1 85.3 70.9
Congressional election

1998 51.2 61.9 71.4 80.3 67.1

1994 51.5 62.4 71.7 815 67.1

Reported voting
Presidential election

2000 38.4 52.5 63.1 775 59.5

1996 38.8 51.7 63.1 77.0 58.4
Congressional election

1998 29.6 39.2 48.3 61.1 453

1994 30.7 429 BiLB 67.4 48.3

NOTE: The survey sample includes the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. Years in which the president is elected, as well as congressional, state, and local officials, are called “presidential elections.” Off
years, in which congressional, state, and local officials are elected but the president is not, are called “congressional elections.” For each year, information was collected from respondents 2 weeks after the
election. These estimates may differ from administrative data or data from exit polls. See supplemental note 2 for further information.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Survey (CPS), November Voting and Registration Supplement, various years, previously unpublished tabulation (December 2002).
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Indicator 15

Appendix 1 Supplemental Tables

Voting Participation

Table15-3.  Percentage of U.S.citizens ages 18—24 who reported being registered to vote and voting, by sex,race/ethnicity,and enroliment status: November

2000
Sex Race/ethnicity*
Enrollment status Total Male Female Black White Hispanic
Reported being registered to vote
Total 50.7 47.9 53.4 51.5 52.9 38.5
Enrolled in high school 30.0 311 285 t 35.0 t
Enrolled in college 62.7 60.4 64.7 63.2 65.2 51.4
Full time 63.5 61.7 64.9 61.5 66.3 52.3
Part time 58.6 53.7 63.5 715 58.2 47.3
Not enrolled in school 50.7 47.8 53.4 B 52.7 39.3
18-20 years old 43.7 417 457 43.9 46.0 327
21-24 years old 55.4 52.0 58.6 57.4 57.1 443
Less than a bachelor’s degree 48.2 45.6 50.8 50.8 49.7 39.1
Bachelor’s degree or higher 75.9 75.7 76.0 70.6 78.9 ¥
Reported voting

Total 36.1 34.0 38.2 36.2 38.1 25.6
Enrolled in high school 24.4 27.0 20.8 t 29.7 ¥
Enrolled in college 48.0 455 50.1 495 49.8 38.0
Full time 48.3 46.5 49.8 48.1 50.5 37.8
Part time 46.4 40.3 52.4 56.4 454 ¥
Not enrolled in school 35.7 33.6 37.7 35.4 37.5 26.5
18-20 years old 30.2 29.5 30.8 275 323 231
21-24 years old 39.4 36.5 42.2 40.7 41.1 29.1
Less than a bachelor’s degree 33.1 314 34.9 33.9 34.5 26.1
Bachelor’s degree or higher 61.7 61.5 61.9 58.1 64.2 ¥

$Reporting standards not met (too few cases).

1Black includes African American and Hispanic includes Latino. Race categories exclude Hispanic origin unless specified.
NOTE: The survey sample includes the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. Information was collected from respondents 2 weeks after the election. These estimates may differ from administrative data or data
from exit polls. See supplemental note 2 for further information. Included in the totals but not shown separately are other racial/ethnic groups; see supplemental note 1 for more information on the racial/ethnic

categories.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Survey (CPS), November 2000 Voting and Registration Supplement, unpublished tabulations (December 2002).

The Condition of Education 2003

Page 123



Indicator 15 Appendix 3 Standard Error Tables

Voting Particigation

Table S15. Standard errors for the registration and voting rates for U.S. citizens ages 18 and older, by educational attainment: November 2000

Some college,

High school including Bachelor’s

Less than diploma vocational/ degree

Election participation high school or equivalent technical or higher
Registered 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.3
Voted 0.5 0.3 0.4 0.3

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Survey (CPS), November 2000 Voting and Registration Supplement, previously unpublished tabulation (December 2002).
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Indicator 15 Standard Error Tables for Supplemental Tables

Voting Participation

TableS15-1.  Standard errors for the percentage of U.S. citizens ages 18 and older who reported being registered to vote and voting, by educational attain-
mentand selected characteristics: November 2000

Some college,

High school including Bachelor’s
Less than diploma vocational/ degree
high school or equivalent technical or higher Total
Characteristic Registered Voted Registered Voted Registered Voted Registered Voted Registered Voted
Total 0.52 0.50 0.32 0.34 0.33 0.36 0.30 0.33 0.18 0.19

Sex

Male 0.75 0.72 049 050 0.50 0.54 043 047 0.27 0.28

Female 0.71 0.69 0.43 045 0.44 0.48 041 0.46 0.24 0.26
Age

18-24 1.27 1.05 098 0.89 0.87 0.88 169 193 0.57 0.55

25-34 162 1.37 0.88 0.85 0.83 0.87 0.71 0.80 0.46 0.48

35-44 141 127 0.70 0.72 0.67 0.73 059 0.65 0.38 041

45-54 151 144 074 077 0.68 0.75 056 0.62 039 042

55-64 134 1.36 0.78 0.85 0.86 0.95 0.73 081 0.46 0.50

65 and above 0.79 0.84 0.63 0.70 0.73 0.83 0.73 081 0.38 0.42
Race/ethnicity

American Indian 435 4.09 330 331 3.78 3.84 550 5.76 202 2.06

Asian/Pacific Islander 3.69 3.53 244 235 241 230 186 1.93 122 121

Black 128 1.28 099 1.02 1.01 111 121 135 0.57 0.60

White 0.63 0.61 0.36 0.38 0.36 0.39 031 0.35 020 0.21

Hispanic 135 1.28 130 1.29 146 153 183 2.03 0.75 0.75
Family income

Less than $15,000 125 1.19 125 125 177 1.82 349 371 0.78 0.77

$15,000-29,999 118 1.17 0.86 0.89 105 1.16 183 2.07 056 0.59

$30,000-49,999 142 138 0.73 0.77 0.75 0.85 093 1.03 0.45 0.49

$50,000-74,999 217 2.09 0.81 0.88 0.71 0.81 061 0.72 043 0.48

$75,000 or more 2.60 2.50 0.96 1.02 0.70 0.79 039 047 0.36 0.40
Length of residence

Less than 1 month 408 3.38 281 246 320 3.15 3.28 3.77 171 165

1-6 months 187 153 125 117 124 1.29 111 131 0.70 0.70

7-11 months 285 244 178 1.66 173 1.88 155 1.82 1.00 1.03

1-2 years 157 140 099 1.00 0.86 0.95 0.65 0.81 0.49 0.53

3-4 years 156 1.49 094 1.00 0.82 0.95 0.61 0.76 0.48 0.53

5 years or longer 0.65 0.68 037 042 0.37 0.44 0.26 0.34 021 0.24
Employment status

Employed 0.85 0.79 041 042 039 042 0.33 0.38 022 0.24

Unemployed 265 223 208 195 255 262 3.02 340 132 1.28

Not in labor force 0.66 0.66 0.53 0.56 0.64 0.68 066 0.72 032 0.34

See notes at end of table.
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Standard Error Tables for Supplemental Tables Indicator 15

Voting Participation

TableS15-1.  Standard errors for the percentage of U.S. citizens ages 18 and older who reported being registered to vote and voting, by educational attain-
mentand selected characteristics: November 2000—Continued

Some college,

High school including Bachelor’s

Less than diploma vocational/ degree

high school or equivalent technical or higher Total
Characteristic Registered Voted Registered Voted Registered Voted Registered Voted Registered Voted
Citizenship
U.S.born 054 0.52 033 034 0.33 0.36 030 0.34 0.18 0.20
Naturalized 170 1.68 155 154 179 1.82 143 1.49 0.81 0.82
Region
Northeast 1.09 1.08 0.66 0.69 0.76 0.81 059 0.66 0.38 0.40
Midwest 111 111 0.62 0.65 0.61 0.68 056 0.64 0.35 0.38
South 081 0.77 056 0.58 0.58 0.64 0.53 0.60 031 0.34
West 128 1.22 0.79 0.80 0.70 0.74 068 0.73 041 0.43

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Survey (CPS), November 2000 Voting and Registration Supplement, previously unpublished tabulation (December 2002).

TableS15-2.  Standard errors for the percentage of U.S. citizens ages 18 and older who reported being registered to vote and voting, by educational attain-
mentand type of election and year: 1994—2000

Some college,

High school including Bachelor’s
Less than diploma vocational/ degree
Type of election and year high school or equivalent technical or higher Total

Reported being registered to vote
Presidential election

2000 0.52 0.32 0.33 0.30 0.18

1996 0.48 0.31 0.32 0.29 0.18
Congressional election

1998 0.49 0.32 0.34 0.32 0.18

1994 0.45 0.31 0.32 0.31 0.17

Reported voting
Presidential election

2000 0.50 0.34 0.36 0.33 0.19

1996 0.46 0.33 0.36 0.34 0.19
Congressional election

1998 0.44 0.32 0.37 0.39 0.19

1994 0.41 0.31 0.36 0.38 0.18

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Survey (CPS), November Voting and Registration Supplement, various years, previously unpublished tabulation (December 2002).
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Indicator 15

Standard Error Tables for Supplemental Tables

Voting Participation

TableS15-3.  Standard errors for the percentage of U.S. citizens ages 18—24 who reported being registered to vote and voting, by sex, race/ethnicity, and
enrollment status: November 2000

Sex Race/ethnicity
Enrollment status Total Male Female Black White Hispanic
Reported being registered to vote
Total 0.57 0.83 0.79 1.58 0.67 1.69
Enrolled in high school 2.01 2.68 3.03 t 2.59 ¥
Enrolled in college 0.91 1.36 121 2.65 1.03 3.20
Full time 0.98 1.48 131 293 111 3.57
Part time 2.40 3.47 3.29 6.10 2.85 7.12
Not enrolled in school 0.63 0.92 0.87 1.77 0.74 1.85
18-20 years old 1.00 1.43 1.39 2.80 1.18 2.77
21-24 years old 0.81 1.19 1.09 2.25 0.94 2.46
Less than a bachelor’s degree 0.66 0.95 0.92 1.83 0.78 1.88
Bachelor’s degree or higher 1.78 2.89 2.25 6.41 1.86 t
Reported voting

Total 0.55 0.78 0.77 1.52 0.65 151
Enrolled in high school 1.87 2.55 2.69 t 2.47 ¥
Enrolled in college 0.94 1.39 1.26 2.75 1.08 3.10
Full time 1.01 1.52 1.36 3.00 1.17 3.47
Part time 242 3.42 3.39 6.80 2.86 ¥
Not enrolled in school 0.60 0.87 0.84 1.70 0.71 1.68
18-20 years old 0.91 1.32 1.27 2.52 1.09 2.48
21-24 years old 0.79 1.14 1.10 2.25 0.93 2.26
Less than a bachelor’s degree 0.62 0.88 0.87 1.73 0.74 1.69
Bachelor’s degree or higher 2.03 3.28 2.59 7.21 2.20 t

$Reporting standards not met (too few cases).
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Survey (CPS), November 2000 Voting and Registration Supplement, unpublished tabulations (December 2002).
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